
 

Can These Bones Live? 

Ezekiel 37:1–14 

Main Idea: Make a Choice to seriously believe 

Historical Background 

Ezekiel ministered during the Babylonian captivity after Jerusalem and the temple had 
been destroyed. The Jewish people felt defeated, abandoned, and hopeless. In the midst of 
their despair, God gave Ezekiel a vision of a valley filled with dry bones—a picture of Israel's 
condition and God's promise of restoration. 

This vision follows God's promise in Ezekiel 36 to give His people a new heart and new 
spirit and points forward to His future plans for Israel and His ongoing work of restoration. 

 

Three Truths from the Valley of Dry Bones 

Invest in the One Who Knows 

When God asked Ezekiel, "Can these bones live?" the prophet wisely responded, "O Lord 
God, You know." 

Faith begins when we trust God's knowledge even when we do not understand our 
circumstances. God sees possibilities where we see impossibilities. He understands the 
entire story while we see only a small portion. 

So: Seriously believe in the significance of your life of obedience
 



Invest in the One Who Cares 

Although Israel had experienced judgment and exile, God still called them "My people." 
Their failures had not canceled His love or His promises. 

God's commitment to His people demonstrates His compassion and faithfulness. The 
same God who restored Israel offers hope, forgiveness, and restoration to us today. 

So: Seriously believe in His love for you. 

 

Invest in the One Who Can 

The dry bones came together, received flesh, and ultimately received life through the 
breath of God. What was impossible for man was possible for God. 

God still restores broken lives, renews weary hearts, strengthens struggling believers, and 
works through His Spirit to accomplish His purposes. 

So: Seriously remain committed to His body/church 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think God asked Ezekiel, "Can these bones live?" What does Ezekiel's 
answer teach us about faith when we do not understand God's plans?  
 
 

2. What "dry bones" situations do people commonly face today, and how does this 
passage encourage believers to respond to those circumstances? 

  

3. How does God's faithfulness to Israel in Ezekiel 37 strengthen your confidence in 
His love and care for your own life?  
 
 

4. Which of the three truths from this message—God knows, God cares, or God can—
do you most need to embrace right now, and why? 

 


